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„Christmas is the holiday of the year that brings the whole human family 
into common communion. The only time in the long calendar of the year 
when men and women seem, by one consent, to open their shut-up hearts 


freely.” 
Selections from the works of 


is b i that all Christian people delight to 
honor. It is a time when one looks back upon one's past and sees the mistakes, 
the failures, the successes of life. For it is a day of charitable feelings, and 
ons craves that mercy from all which is such a consolation to the soul of man. 
Santa Claus was a real, live man, and that on the eve of Christmas day, he 
would leave his home far in the north and make a journey around the world 
in a single night. Every home would be visited, and how strange it was to un 
‘when we always received the very things that we asked for, Years after, we 
found that our childish dreams were all a mistake, and Christmas lost some 
of its charms. But in those dreams of Christmas eve was to be found a 
beautiful lesson for both old and young. Our thoughts were ulways centered 
upon something mysterious, and we drew nearer to the Lord and listened to 
the words of our Savior with more willingness. Who does not remember the 
old story? 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. 8 
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care 
In hopes that Saint Nicholas soon would be there.” 

We went to our beds in those days with such happy thoughts. We stole 
quietly to the old fireplace in the morning and discovered toys and good 
things. Our thoughts were pure because they were innocent. They were on 
something higher, because the petty things of life were yet unknown. They 
were the Christmases of childhood, and as we look back upon them, a sort of 
halo is over the scene and we feel to n r 58 They were the 
home days, and well could we sing: 

When the robin's nest is empty, and the cricket's prayers are said, 


In the silence and the shadow of the swiftly hastening fall 
Come the dear and happy home days, days we love the best of all. 


Oh, the dear face of the mother, the in. 

Oh, the big voice of the father, heard o’er all the merry din; 

Home and happy, homely loved ones, how they weave their spell around 
Heart and life and creed and memory, in the . ad’s holy ground.” 


The grand and noble thought that Christmas holds is embodied in the 
thought of the child. To him it is a time when the scoldings and the correc- 
tions are put.aside, and he stands as a sort of free individual. The-parlor 
and dining room become a centre of excitement.and happiest fun, and if you 
ask him what day it is he tells you that it is the Christ day... Press him far- 
ther and he explains how Jesus came into the world to tell all people to be 
good. Just to be good! Here is the admonition of the Christmas day. In 
this great age, we have forgotten these simple Anglo-Saxon words in the licht 


Er 
4 
* 
ty 
4 
2 
2 
3 
> 
i 
BS 
* 
7 
8 
3 
* 
4 


e It is the children's 
motto, and Jesus said no more than these few words when He had once es- 
tablished His Church and had taught the plan of salvation to His followers. 
Every word that He uttered, every thought He had to teach His children was 
thet the philosophy. of all lift-and eternal be found Shit 
little sentence: Just be good. 

meaning, for 10 the of all good things per 
taining to this life. It is held as a holiday in honor of our Savior. Should it 
not be a sacred day? It is a time when new thoughts, new motives should : 
permeate our very being, a time when we should forgive and be forgiven. 
The words of Jesus as He spoke to His disciples on the Mount should come 
into our hearts as new rays of living light. Could any teachings be sweeter 
than His! “Blessed are the poor in Spirit: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 
Bleased are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the 
meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful: 
for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God. re e eee for they shall be called the children of 


God. Loet your light so shine before men, that they may see your 


and glorify your ‘Father which ie in ‘heaven: Love your 
ebemzes bees them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and peay 
for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you. Seek ye first 
the kingdor thes thing shall be added 
unto you. 
Tot the heat: They are the words of God to His 
children for all times, and were they followed out in every-day life, the world 
would need no more armies, there would be no more killing the human race 
in the name of civilization. Where we are lacking in this great age of learn- 
ing and advancement lies in the fact that we are just as far behind the times 
in morals as we are ahead in intelligence. The truest life is the life that lives 
for all;.the one who learns because of his love of learning, the one who lives 
- because’ life is a glorious opportunity. I imagine that the Savior learned 
many of His fundamental doctrines in the workshop of His Father. No 
doubt He would often talk to His mother and comfort her with the words of 
eternal life and happiness. So I take it that Jesus laid down the law of all 
true civilization, that the home is the centre, and from it should radiate all 
light and understanding. Had all homes been like the one of Jesus, Rome | 
would not have had her thousands of soldiers; Cœsar's ideal would not have 
been to conquer a world. If every home were a place where all wis the law 
of God, our armies would soon be a thing of the past, and honor and manhood 
would be supreme. So the thoughts that naturally arise in our hearts at the — 
Christmas time should be allowed to grow and become a part of our natures. 
Our natures then could be brought in tune with the Infinite. 

When we stop to consider that this day is held in commemoration of the 
birth of Jesus, we can really see that our ideals and actions have gone far 
‘ astray. “Who is it that keeps Christmas as a holy day? Whois it that makes 
it a day of te soul’s better feelings! How many of us are willing to lay aside 
our silks and satins and take up our cross and follow the Master. Think of 
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armies and navies. Who is it that has forgotten self in the love of humanity? 
Could we keep our Christmas feelings by us all the time, every child would — 
words of Julia Ward Howe! 
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me. 
As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free. 

ambitions. Human nature is about the same all over the world, and we are 
all mere children in one sense of the term; children who are trying to solve 
the world problems, trying to find out the secrets of God. For six thousand 
long years, men have been wanderers in a sinful world. They have all for- 
gotten that in the beginning our fathers were righteous and pure men, who 
communed and talked with God, and received light, understanding, and wis- 
dom from His holy throne. The history of the race has not been from an 
inferior type to a superior, but quite the reverse. Could we read the story of 
all the past, we would find that man was once a superior being but through 
the sin of our first parents, he has become the selfish ereature that he is. The 
world's history has been a terrible one. The fame of Egypt, Chaldea, Persia, 
Assyria, Greece and Rome was purchased at the price of millions of God's 
children and a terrible degradation of the human race. The law of love was 
supplanted by the law of hate, man existed but he did not live. The teach- 
ings of Moses, Abraham, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and many other servants of God 
permeated the human heart only to the extent that there were. people who 
had.an eye on the Kingdom of God and His righteousness... The others were 
children of the night, and it was true what Jesus said on the cross: Father, 
they know not what they do. They could not understand the mission of 
Jesus, I am the way, the truth, and the life,” said He, and He showed to a 
dying world that the redemption of the soul is possible. He spoke with a poor, 
humble man, commissioned of God, and said: Tou will please baptize me, 
in order to fulfill all righteousness,” and after He had received this holy or- 
dinance, He taught the simple, pure Gospel of the Father to mankind. There 
was no hate, no crudeness, no bitterness, no sorrow or, unhappiness in that 
Gospel. It was laden with the spirit of love, peace, merey and justice. ‘There. 
was no ambition to become a lord of worldly affairs. The will of Jesus was 
the will of the Father. My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me,” and 
this was His life’s attitude until He was nailed to a cross between two thieves. 
That was a divine Gospel, but it was placed in the hands of men who finally 
dealt with it roughly. The saddest story of all history is that the children of 
God crucified the Only Begotten, and then followed it: up by crushing: out of 
the world the plan of salvation. The Muse of history will weep over it for all 
time to come. Nineteen hundred years have passed since Jesus uttered the 
words: “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel,“ and yet in the life 
of each generation a thousand million of souls are lost without it. ‘To-day a 
great crisis in the history of our race has been reached, for that same Gospel 
plan that Jesus taught has been restored to earth. It is the only thing that 


can the world from dire disaster. 
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of his equality with man, but there is 
‘for the peace of to-day gives way to the 


of all the world problems? Tt lies in the leston of Christmas, Christmas is = 
the children’s day, it is the day « F hen innocence and sweetness per- a 
vades. the childish heart, aud Jesus and 


kind. We have eigenen 
truth of these words: 5 
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trolled, led, ame of all things save ourselves ; but until we become the 155 1 
masters of our th anal actions, thee san be wo real the — 


soul ; it should be an expression of all thatis best in man. Our thoughts ant 
gur being should be in harmony with God. The better angels of our ndtures 4 
Should touch our heart strings and direct our feelings: I Christmas is the 
Christ day, then the children who observe it should be the: Ohrist’s children. 
‘Phie's0-called Christian world is praying daily: “Thy Kingdom 5 
‘the kingdom of God will never come until we work for it and prepare our- =. 
elves for its reception. It is time for the race to awake. God has again 
‘spoken from the heavens. The admonition “Go ye into all the world and a 
‘preach the Gospel” has again been received. It is for us the living to tremble 
at this‘great command and to let the Christmas day teach us that Ghrists 5 
holy law must be obeyed. Let us catch the thought, let us sense deeply thi 
meaning of it; and when the bells in the great church towers are 
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King in the love of truth and right, 
King in the common love of good. 
Ning out old shapes of.foul disease; 
King out the narrowing lust of gold; 
King out the thousand wars of old. 
‘Ring in the dead peace, 


Ring in the valiant man and free, 
larger bern de Kinder band 


| OBRISTMAS HVE REFLBOTIONS._ 


all the more splendid for the awful gloom of its tragic back-ground. That 
He is coming to reign visibly over the earth; to assume His divine preroga- 
tive and royal right; to reap the right fruition of the great sacrifice sown in 
Time’s meridian, is an idea scarcely less awe-inspiring and illustrious. As 
lamb then, meek and lowly ; as lion now, in kingly majesty and warrior might. 
No poem reads like that wondrous pilgrimage from Bethlehem to Calvary. 
No masterpiece of the limner’s art, no gorgeous coloring of nature could hint 
Christ as He cometh into His kingdom. 

On the morrow all Christendom will blaze with light and ring with joy and 
melody. Mirth and festivity will go hand in hand. Churches and cathedrals 
will{throng with‘ <worshippers, the solemn organ will roll, bells peal, and 
choirs resound, and the pulpits of many lands pour forth in tones of thunder- 
ous rapture the praises of the crucified Nazarene, while in homes innumerable, 
in princely palace and inJpeassnt cot, millions an milliong bow the reverent 
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year is going go; 
4 Ring out the false, ring in the true. c 
5 Ring out the grief that the mind, 
| For those that here we see no more; 
| Ring out the feud of rich and poor 
Ring in redress to all 
Ri slowly dying 
ing out a y cause, . 
4 
; . And ancient forms of party strife; 
4 Ring in the nobler modes of life, 
ith sweeter manners, 
; 
: Ring out the want, the care, the sin, 
0 The faithless coldness of the times; 
Ring out, ring out my mournful rhymes, 
But ring the fuller minstrel in. 
f Ring out false pride in place and blood, 
3 The civic slander and pite; 
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"Tis well, for so it should be. „ But oh, 
the contrast, between the Then and Now! But yesterday an 
outeast, a wanderer, with not where to lay his head; to-day the honored guest 


3 of nations now, whom popes and princes praise, and multitades revere. A 
cross—a crown! Zo turns Time’s wheel: So runs the world away. 

"Tis well to correct an error of our ‘sires; "Tis better to Commit no error of 
our own. Wise is it to commemorate the past, but wiser. still to honor and 
improve the present. The glowing eulogies of Yesterday should not be written 
in the life-blood of To-day. The tomb of a dead prophet may well be gar- 
nished, but the dungeon of a living e should not frown upon thé sacred 
scene, 

perversity, that ever at ‘the of the 
negiecte or desecrates the altars of modern thought; attempting to warm its 
ĩ˙ 
8 tue new-lit ‘fires of inspiration. So eager to revive the old; 80 

e The tendency of ‘carnal thought is ever backward. 
Even Jesus was deemed by many a dead prophet risen again, rather than a 
En prodiecessors to fulfill: 
| ying the living oracle? Way dace tho ating, the 
Wuy sich for the flesh-pots of Egypt! ‘Sweeter far are the milk and honey of 
Oaunan The ‘past with its dead works cannot save. “A living faith in the 
¥ Sent and future alone suffices for man’s great need. | 

Balie dest thot the prophets of the past“ They bespeak the prophets of the 
present and future, and the best wine of the feast is reserved till the last. 
Each truth that appears is as a golden wedge widening the gap for a greater 
truth to follow. Each principle revealed testifies: “There cometh one after 

me whoes shoe-latchet I am not worthy'to unloose.” 

Forward, not backward, be our motto; the 
‘Remember Lors wife. Look ahead! The stars 
A greater orb is near. ‘From your wateh-towers scan the East. Out of the 


NEWS OF THE GREAT weer? 


Provmesorn Orson Pratt, a leading musician of Utah, died at Ogden, December 9th. 
Deceased. was the son of Elder Orsom Pratt, one of the original Council of Twelve, | 
Tun strike situation at the coal mines of eastern Utah necessitated, at last report, the 
ee of the National Guard to prevent intimidation and trouble. There. are said to 
| de only three Americans among the strikers. . ce 
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CHRISTMAS AND ITS OBSERVANCE. ..... 

Fan back in heathen times the people of northern the 
sun recede each winter farther and farther into the southern sky, taking from 
them daylight and warmth, fixed on the time when the recession ended and 
their god began to draw. nearer to them again to bless them with his light. 
According to their observations this was on the 25th of, Deo Naturally 
it was made a merry day, a day of festival and rejoieing. It was also chosen 
as a time of special service to their deities, and the.ceremonies lasted for a 
fortnight. 
with them a most important one. . 
5 A centnry or two after the advent of the Savior, the were found 
to be observing a day as that of His birth. Whether. they had done 80 from 
the time of the Apostles is, not known. The celebration was irregular, some 
7 of the churches at least holding it in A il or May. With their knowledge of 
conditions in Palestine they could not choose mid - winter, for the rains of that 
season would have prevented shepherds from watching their Socks out in the 
open fields. When the attempt was made to convert the northern nations to 
Christianity, the great festival of the winter solstice stood in the way... The 
Christians by a politic and perhaps wise move overcame tho diffieulty by fixing 
on the 25th of December as the time of Christ's mas. ‘They adopted many 
of the heathen forms of festivity, and aa in other matters. where their religion 


came into conflict with the pagan doctrines or usages, they compromised. 
The heathen certainly gained by the substitution, and as the celebration is only 


a custom, not having ever been established of God, ab was the Sabbath for 


portance. | 
of veneration. The Roman Catholic and the early Protestant churches con- 
sider it and Easter the holiest days of the year.. In places where theaters, 
horse races and other forms of amusement are carried on without restraint on 
the Sabbath, they are most strictly prohibited on Christmas: A person 
would do work on that day is looked upon as a heathen. © ‘The Pu 
te 
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—— the day is und by many us a time for e 
feasting. In the for Ohristenéa: has not been wer 
Nam aum being the important holiday'ef the year. 
Toerhape the; mean between these -two extremes is the best view to-take. 
unions, a time of the enjoyment of the good things of life and liberality to 
‘the poor. There is no reason for its being made gloomy. The sweet memories 
of childhood and youth glow with tha,warmth and good cheer that character- 
‘iva the day. And yet, we believe that Christmas should not be given oer 
to, boisterous e joyment. ‘Though all students know from history and the 
Latter-· d know from inspiration that the Savior was not born the 
1 vet this is the only day of the year that is set apart 
specially. to celebrate that most important event. True, each Sabbath day 
when we partake of the Lord's Supper, we celebrate His life and death, and 
s should. remember Him every day we live; but the circumstances of His 
birth, the lowliness of it, the songs of the heavenly choir are brought back to 
‘Us more distinctly and the lessons of His coming are impressed upon us more 
deeply: by having one day of the year for their celebration. — 
And while He, whom we honor, has not commanded Wesel love Him | 
above all else on earth or in heaven, our Father only excepted, can well allow 
By meeting together, singing 
: ns and praises to His name and of how He came to for 
| —U— can increase the 
_ ;heppiness-of the day, for our happiness is not completed by satisfying the 
Spates of, the natural man. Can we find pleasures greater than to be carried 
back through the centuries to Galilee‘and Judea and behold those scenes 50 
full of love and tragedy? We can stand beside the trembling Mary as she 
listened to the message of the angel. She was espoused to Joseph and in her 
innooence had perhaps thought of the mystery of motherhood that would soon be 
| ed in her own life. Had she.ever dreamed that her first-born should be, 
not the son of Joseph, but the begotten of God, the Son of the Highest, the 
_Ki g, af Jacob forever! Probably not, for, conscious of her virginity, she 
enquired of the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” We 
Dog tab “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing which shall 
i brn es be called the Son of God.” And we witness her sub- 
sion. “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; ‘be it unto me aecording to thy 


to the mother of John that glorious song, “My soul doth magnify the Lord.” 
And then back to Nazareth to await the time of the Christ-child’s birth: A 
few months later we see Joseph and Mary making the slow, toilscme journey — 
to Bethlehem, as they thought, to obey the command of Car, but really that 
Jesus might be born in the city of His father David, and that His advent 
micht be in the extremity of lowlineax:. We can imagine the concern of 
Joseph and the pangs of Mary in her distress when all the places where human 


beings dwell ep ec they were compelled to seek shelter 
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stable Mary travailed and was delivered, the Son of God was born. Just a 
weak, helpless infant He was, and His tiny form wrapped in swaddling clothes 
was laid in a manger for want of other room, but the position of heayenly 
bodies altered at His birth and u new star became Nuible to men, the western 
half of the world was bathed in light, though the san had gone to rest, and 
angele from the courts of glory burst into song thet raked cen ‘the dull 
ears of mortals. 

this: king; He the’ he wd, this God of 
Heaven through whom the earth was created; but those who came to the 
stable to worship Him were the lowly shepherds from the meadow and 
strangers from a far land. Vet we may consider them the ‘elect of the earth, 
for with eyes of wonderful faith the wise men had followed ‘the star to Beth- 
ee not away but made their costly gifts, though they found 
their king bornlof a peasant mother in the sheltering place: for beasts. The 
shepherds, too, were privileged to hear the angel declare, “For ‘unto you is 


born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord,” and 5 


the song of the multitude of the heavenly host: „Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” We can follow the babs to the 
temple at Jerusalem, if we will, and hear the blessings and proph os of 
Simeon end Anna; and then go with Him in the sudden fight by nicht down : 
to Egypt to escape Herod's terrible slaughter of the innocents: : 7 

Yes, Christmas is a season we may well celebrate in ene ‘ol ber 
Lord; if not in formal church service at least in our own minds and hearts. 
And though the human family in general cherishes; it seems, more hate than 
love for each other, we should be prepared to accept completely the cater 
of the angels, 
toward men. 
THE. PROPHET’S BIRTHDAY. 

Windsor county, Vermont. It happened to be two days before that on which 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus, but this was merely 4 coincidence. In 
weightiet: things does thn ofthe tink: wth ‘thet’ of the 
‘Master. Joseph Smith also was born in obscurity and grew up in poverty. 
Like the Savior he was accustomed to toil. i early youth found 
that he must be about his Father's business, for at the age’ of fourteen he 
received a visit from the Father and the Son and learned their will. He 
began his ministry at an earlier age than did Jesus, and during that ministry 
he realized that “the disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above 
his lord.” He, too, was spat upon, and beaten, hated and reviled by the 
wicked, and loved by the righteous who knew him. And finally in the prime 
of manhood he also suffered a martyrs death. __ 

Joseph Smith was a Prophet, a servant of the Lord. ‘He never laid claim 
to divinity, nor has that attribute ever been ascribed to him. But his mission 
was divine, for he was commissioned of God. The Saints know that next to 
the Savior he was the greatest Prophet that ever lived. ‘The world will yet 
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11006, sang tithe ofthe 
mission should be addressed. Heber 


Petersen, Salem, Idaho; Neils C. Christensen, Brigham ; Christensen R. Ras- 
mussen, Parley Park; Charles J. Anderson, Grantsville; James Nelson, Sub- 
lett. For Great Britain—Daniel T, Stuart, Wellsville; James J. Squires, 
Salt Lake City; George W. Webster, Kaysville; James Hewitt, Marriott; 
‘William Scott, S. ndy ; Robert C. Kelly, Rockland, Idaho. 


aa. Cretic, Saturday, December 19, 1903, have, been assigned to labor as follows: 
Daniel T. Stuart, Sheffield; James J. Squires, Manchester ; George W. Webster, 
James Newcastle ; William Ireland Robert O. 


December 17th, 1903, in charge of 
Elder James H. McDonald. The Elders were Levi S. Andersen, Ole Hansen, 
Fred. G. Nelsen, William Purdie, John Gilchrist, John H. Wheeler, David S. 
Thomas, William W. Hendricks, Orange D. Baker, John D. Flamm, Jamin 
W. Betteridge, William Mathews, David Clark, Roy P. a neee 


*& 


BRRHVITIES. 
Sono has described the manner of parting in different lands: 
The American and Englishman say: “Good-bye.” 
The Frenchman: Au revoir. 
The Austrian: Auf wiedersehen.“ | 
The German: Lebe wohl.“ 
The Dane: “Farvel.” — | 
The Swede: “Adjé.” 
Tho Turk cree upon hia brent and mate 
The Russian form of parting salutation is brief, consisting of the single 
word “Praschal,” said to sound like a sneeze. 
‘This Jaq veuieves his wick "Vou ene 
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The Hindu falls in the dest at your feet: 
The Burmese bend low and say: “Hib! Hib!” 
In the Philippines the parting in 


* 
bing one’s friend’s face with one’s hand. F 
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“Into thn western ocean. th e sun, 
that a few hours before had sll th io. breathy wes 
slowly sinking. As it rested for a moment on surface of the 
splendor seemed to open the very gates of the Kingllom chose’ who cori 
look upon its glory. Under the spell of the hour the mighty pyra mples 
and the white houses amid the cocoanut palms took an unwonted 
animate no lees than inanimate creation rendered silent Praise to the Author 
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dove, 


and caly. its reflection crimeoned the evening love, 
auch as had never before been experienced in the memory of man, pervaded 
the twilight, The money-lender forgot his ‘usury; the 
‘words and fierce oaths died, unuttered, on the lips ot the eee 
in the jungle the jaguar thought not to alay the deer; neither the hawk the 


partridge, There was naught to disturb the heavenly calm. There was only 
the song of the western wind in the tree-tops, the — 24 


the binds, tue fragrance of jasmine and frangipanni, the vesper: light, 

Thay were foot-eore and travel-stained.. Only this morning they had fled for 
their lives from the wave-kissed city so far below, and where the morrow would 
find them they knew not. They could but trust in Him whom they loved 
and served. As He had fed and sheltered His servants of old, 50 He would 
protect them, and if He required their lives with joy would they yield that 


; 


last great.sacrifice. Vet they did not see with equal faith for the younger 


was a convert of the older and the Nght 


“Why was it, my brother, thet when the this 


morning, because thou did’st declare that the sign of the.coming of Obrist 


was nigh, thou did’st the more vehemently declare that the: prophecy of 


Samuel. the Lamanite was about to be fulfilled! Thou knowest how these 
people hate the truth and would kill those who look for the coming of a Savior; 
then why not hold the peace in the market place“? 

_, The old man looked with compassion on the boy who, though he hed grasped 
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set yet for the coming of His Son the time has been revealed, and even now 
His Spirit to my soul beara witness:that. the hour of redemption is at hand. 
Listen, my son, to the words of the prophets. It is now five years since Samuel 
the Lamanite came to this city. I heard him. I believed and I have had 


‘to kill him, but he escaped out of their hands and has been 
seen no more since. Standing by his side I heard him say: ‘Behold, I give 
unto you a sign; for five years more ‘cometh, and behold, then cometh the 
Son of God to redeem all those who shall believe on his name. eR 
this will I give unto you for a sign at the time of his coming; for behold there 
shall be great lighta in the heaven; insomuch that in the night before he cometh 
there shall be no darkness, insomueh:thatit shall appear unto man as if it was 
day, therefore there shall be one day and a night, and a day, as if it were one 
dax, and there shall be no night; and this shall. be unto you for a sign; for ye 
shall:know of the rising of the sun and also of its setting; therefore they shall 
know of a surety.that there shall be two days. and a night ;. nevertheless. the 
night shall not be darkened; and it shall be the night before ‘he is born. And 
behold.there ahall a new star. arise, such an one as ye never have beheld ; and 
this alao shall be a sign unto: you. And it shall come to. Dean that whosoever 
| 
now, Tho sun has oot and yt the light of noonday, without its 
rests : the valleys. Is it not indeed the promised time. 
“Trae, oh my brother! The light is come. 
and yet I fain wonld know nne 
| He:must be, Man among mies.” 
et Alma, the judge and prophet answer: ben Bang tate youthatT 
the transgressions of his people, and that he shall atone for the sins of the 
‘world; for the Lord God hath spoken it. For it is expedient: that an atone- 
ment:should be made ; for according to the great plan of the eternal God there 
n ‘an atonement made, or else all mankind must unavoidably perish. 
rpedient that there should be a great and last sacrifice; yea, not a sacri- 
de a human sacrifice; but it must be an infinite and an eternal sacrifice. There 
enn be nothing which is short of an infinite atonement, which will suffice for 
the: sins: of the world.’ So, you see, my son, if the Christ be not born; He 
eannot die; if He do not die, we cannot. live. The testimony of floods and 
ent thejtinke and: fire-has set theinsal-of truth on all that the:holy men of God 
have foretold should come to pass. And now He comes to teach and 
to tedéem ; for as man ‘has fallen by his on actions; so, through the atone- 


ment, his own actions will bring him back into his Fathers presence. He 
omnes to get up a kingdom that is righteousness and peace, and even now the 
Spirit prompts me to go back to the city, where even those who but a few 
- hours age were 80 hasty for our blood must:recognize the sign of His coming, 
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“The Lord said unto. Moses; Speak unto the children of 
but, we this gent truth specifically mentioned for the frat time atthe 


it not, for their were aflame with love. They were going down to pre- 
— Kingdom for the King; but, the 
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do not enable ws to write history of the Hebrew tithe: ut thin oul 


paragrap 
— 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy; these passages being there introduced, 
not so much for their own 


in, as. ith: 


—ü—äͤ— | | without any 
explanation ; and then it is spoken D 


the tithe portion from vows, and to 
So again, after the rebellion of ah, 


eemingly; for its own sake, as to show how che 

the rib a, are to be 1 
; what may. be eaten, and what may not be eaten, of beasts, 


and fowla, and then follow: directions concerning eating before God of the 


second tithe at an appointed place of worship. 
is not: 
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it includes those newly purchased or enchanged; whether it is payable if a 
man have less than ten cattle, or at what age of the animals the tithe becomes 
due.” Nor, as already: observed, does: the law say whether each tithe is to be 
computed in reference to: the whole,-or out of what remains after previous 
tithes have been deducted, nor, a n, ib it clear whether the second tithe in- 
cludes a second tenth of all animals. 

semblance to the law concerning the Sabbath. When Jehovah promulgated 
ths decalogue, as a statute, or written uw, He said Remember the Sabbath 
to keep it holy,” thereby implying that the commandment was already in 
existence, or had been enjoined before: and. the same might be said of other 
keeping of which Abraham is praised, and for the non-observance of which 
| is recorded, long before God's laws were published on Sinai. 

| So with regard to Mosaic tithes’ and offerings, it has already been shown 
that the: dessen Paleatine,-it was a well-cotebliahed 
custom in Egypt to make regular offerings to the gods, and to pay to the 
temples first-fruite of the harvest, so that with these customs, at any rate, the 
Israelites on leaving Egypt would be familiar. They would likewise remem- 
ber, that two tenths of increase were paid by the Egyptians to Pharach who 
the and:thas: by:vintne et: the: legislation their ows an- 
5 odeph, whose bones they were taking up for burial in the land of 
- Canaan at the very time their law was given; whilst as for tithes, how could 
Abraham, or fail to remember the vow of his grandson Israel, “Of all that 
Thou shalt-give me; I will surely give the tenth unto Thee? 

hence there can be little doubt that the inspired legislator adopted the already 
existing practice of tithe-giving, and inserted it in the statute law of the 
divine code, because he found that with some modification, this ancient pay- 
ment might be made a proper stipend for the servants and officers of the 
the cy, and aleo that second and third tithes might furnish the means for 
_ promoting regular worship at the national sanctuary, and foster social inter. 
_ course and good feeling between rich and poor 
upon which we have yet stood. We have emerged from the clouds of prob- 
——¾ 


is ‘for this code that it was. written by inspiration of the. God 

el, of Whom. Jews and C alike believe that He never yet 
nade law that was unjust or unwise, or that did not tend to His people's 
happiness. If, then, God has given laws upon tithe-giving; they are sure to 
be wor y of at least our respectful. study, and we accordingly shall proceed, 
ites from the entrance into Canaan dowr of tament 
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